
First News  

August 1, 2010 

 

Sermon: 

ò Lesson from a Fooló 

 

 

Scripture: 

Luke 12:13-21 

 

Please come and enjoy 

the Special music per-

formed by Hayden 

Bardwell  

 

 

 

August 8th  

 

Sermon: 

òLeaping where you 

cannot seeó 

 

Scripture: 

 Hebrews  

11: 1-3 and 8-16 

Please come and  

enjoy the Special mu-

sic performed   by 

Angelina Jung  

 

 

 

Worship Services During August 

Pastorõs Larry Marhanka and Matthew Pickut 

Lay Leader Bonnie Yeazel 

Choir Director Tom Boys  

Child Care Provider Crystal Mitchell  

Office Administrator Shannon Whitley  

Organist Kay Finlay   1st Service  Jeanne Middleton 

Custodian Norris Krathwohl 

Ask Director : Julie Stauffer 

Our Missioners Gary and Vicki Stephenson  

Our Staff 
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August 15th  

 

Sermon :  

òCheering from the 

Stands ò 

 

Scripture : 

 Hebrews  11:29-30 , 

32-34 and 12:1-2 

Please come and  

enjoy the Special 

music performed   

by Brian and Becky 

Liechty    

 

 

 

August 22nd 

 

Sermon:  

òHe Cannot  be 

shakenó 

 

Scripture: 

 Hebrews 12:18-29 

Please Come and en-

joy special music per-

formed by: Jan 

Heeren  

August 29th  

 

Sermon:  

òA Winning Lifeó 

  

 

Scripture: 

 Hebrews 13:1-8 

 

Please come and 

enjoy special music 

performed by Addie 

Palmer and Gabi 

Hill  



Page 2  F i rs t  News  Vo lume 8  I ssue 1  

 After our first month in Plymouth, we (Faye and I ) have found this church to be welcoming, hospitable, 
warm and eager for renewal.   You donõt know the number of untold stories about how a ôrevivalõ seems to be tak-
ing place among our Church members. 

     As you already know, I have asked the congregations (8:00A and 10:30A) to participate in a couple of unifying 
events during the Worship Serviceséé 1)  holding hands during prayer and, 2) reading the sermon Scripture les-
son together.   Why do I ask this of you? 

     First of all, having òunityó in the Church is a very difficult thing to accomplish.  Most UM Churches consider 
themselves DIVERSE in their nature.  Which means, in partñfree thinking, from divergent backgrounds, from 
different religious backgrounds, different cultures, different economic status, different life experiences,
éé.different!    (ôdifferentõ, in this sense, means òa wide variety of knowledge or understandingó.   No negative 
connotations intended). 
     As a human family, we want unity and peace to abound.  We donõt want unsettledness, strife, unwanted sur-
prises, or late night telephone calls from the Hospital or Police Station.  We strive for unity and peace. 
    So, too, with the Church.   As the òspiritual directoró of this Church it is my focus and intention that we (as a 
worshipping body) seek, together, a sense of unity and peace among our òfoldó, and all who attend and worship 
with us.   I know that within my family (in-laws and out-laws) we hold hands when we pray-----and feel a sense of 
oneness and unity for that moment, anyway.   Some committees and boards are also holding hands as the meeting 
begins in prayer. 
     Powerful forces will try to stop us from developing a sense of unity and peace.  Abraham Lincoln once quoted 
the Bible when he repeated, òA house divided among itself will fall.ó  And the Civil War was the result of NON-
unity. 
    Now, I realize that hand-holding may not be something you enjoy, nor want to participate in.  I donõt feel that I 
am forcing anyone, nor placing a peer pressure on you to comply.  But I do believe that hand-holding is one means 
to a sense of unity among a worshipping body.  
 
     Secondly, the act of reading Scripture together is another means of unity.    In todayõs world of heavy sched-
ules, deadlines, and stressful life experience, most Christians I know tell me honestly that they cannot find time to 
read Scripture throughout the week.   What better time to assure yourself that once a week, we can come together 
and read Scripture in unity, than on Sunday morning?  Once weõve read the printed Word, you and I are more pre-
pared to delve into the Message together.  You have a great idea of what I am preaching about.  You have been 
given some a òheads upó, or, an FYI.  I continue to see several, unifying benefits by reading the Scripture, out 
loud, together.   (FYIñIôve even been told there has been renewed interest in becoming a weekly Liturgist because 
reading the Scripture together has taken off some pressure of reading alone. 
    Again, I realize that reading Scripture out loud may not be something you enjoy, nor want to participate in.  
Again, I donõt feel that I am forcing anyone to comply. 
     In both incidents (hand-holding and Scripture reading) I am simply asking for a sense of unity and peace 
among the worshipping body. 
     As the Words of Ephesians 2:14 says,  òFor He is our peace who has made us one, and has broken down the 
dividing walls of hostility.ó 
 
    Peace to all, 
 
   Pastor Larry 
 
PSñInvite a F. R. A. N. (Friend, Relative, Acquaintance, or Neighbor) to Worship with you this week. 
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I would like to say a huge "Thank You" to the members of the Staff 
Parish Relations Committee and our Office Administrator, Shannon 
Whitley, for helping to put on a very special "Farewell Reception" for 
Dean and Jan and their family as well as a wonderful "Welcome 
Party" for Larry and Faye and their families!  A special 
"Thank You" goes to Marilyn Rans for organizing both events.   

  

I would also like to thank the members of our congregation for their 
extraordinary efforts in making a smooth transition between our Pas-
tors and continued support as we move forward.   I feel truly fortunate 
to belong to such a caring church!   

  

Most Sincerely, 

  

Melissa Christiansen, Chair 

Staff Parish Relations Committee 

  


