
First News  

Sept 5, 2010 

Sermon Title : 

ò A Man Named Usefuló 

 

Scripture Lesson : 

Philemon 1:1-21 

Sept 12, 2010 

Sermon Title:  

òHELP !  IõM LOST ó 

 

Scripture Lesson :  

Luke 15: 1-10 

Sept. 19, 2010  

Sermon Title:  

òCON MENó  

 

Scripture Lesson:  

Luke 16: 1-13   

Worship Services in September  

On September 12th the Chancel Choir will return to the choir loft for the 2010 to 2011 season. They are so      

excited about their ministry to First United Methodist Church through their musical selections each Sunday. The 

First Sunday they will present a contemplative, prayer like anthem entitled ò Psalm of Quietnessó by Schrader. On 

September 19th their anthem will be cornerstone a choir favorite featuring the ò Rock of Agesó hymn tune. The 

month will conclude with òI Have Felt the Touch of Goodó by Larson . 

The Chancel Choir would welcome new membersé. Please join us Wednesday evenings @ 7:00pm in the Choir 

rehearsal room .  

Special Music for the Month of  September  

First United Methodist Church  
09/01/2010  

Volume 9 Issue 1  

 

Sept. 26, 2010 

Sermon Title : 

òOOPS! I didnõt See Youó  

 

Scripture Lesson: 

Luke 16: 19-31 

Our Staff   Pastor Larry Marhanka 

Pastor Matthew Pickut 

Office Administrator Shannon Whitley  

Choir Director  Tom Boys  

Organist Kay Finaly  

Custodian  Norris Krathwohl 

Child Care Provider Crystal 

Mitchell 

Ask Director Julie Stauffer  

Our Missioners Gary and Vicki Stephenson  

A publication of First United 

Methodist Church, Plymouth, In  

Worship Services  

Saturday @ The Well 5:00 P.M. 

Sunday  

1st Service 8:00 AM  

2nd Service 10:30 AM 



I wish to thank all of the  following ladies who prepared food for ò The Bikers for Jesusó from the Wesley 

Foundation at Purdue. They Arrived Sat August 7, 2010 at 6:PM. They came from Michigan City 50 Miles. They 

Slept on the 3rd Floor of the Ed. Bldg/ After 8 AM church on Sunday., they were served a breakfast prepared 

and served by Marilyn and Bert Rans. Then they were headed to Bennetts switch 85 miles. 

 Thank you ladies!       

Sharon Balka 

Carol Beiter 

Donna Beatty 

Dottie Butler 

Velma Butler 

Melissa Christiansen  

Helen Deziel 

Wanda Dixon  

Joan May  

Pat Mellin  

Jeanne Middleton  

Debbie Palmer 

Marilyn Rans 

Jean Shricker  

Sarah Smith  

Jane Woolfington 

Bonnie Yeazel 

 

Itõs almost time for the new baby to arrive. To help Barbie and Matt Pickut to 

prepare we will be giving them a baby shower on Sunday September 19, 2010 at 

5: 00 PM in the Fellowship Hall . More details will be available during our Sat-

urday  and Sunday church services in the next 3 weeks.  If anyone is interested 

in helping with the details for the shower, please join us in the Fellowship Hall 

on Wednesday, September 1, 2010 at 6:30 P.M. 

Purdue, Bikers for Jesus  

Itõs almost time for the new baby to arrive! 

Worship Commission extends thanks!  

The Worship Commission would like to extend a special thanks to all the soloists, 

both vocal and instrumental, who provided such wonderful music during the Chan-

cel Choir break. We were privileged to have all but one musician from our own con-

gregation here at First United Methodist church. We are truly blesses to have a such 

outstanding talent in our church. Thank You one and all .  
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Pastor Larryõs Thoughts  
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 One of the Many Important questions I have been asked since arriving in Plymouth, Indiana is: ò What is 

your goal for this church?ó It is a great question because it shows an interest in my perspective on the church, I 

have been appointed to serve. And it answers a deep seeded need to know my (future) plans and ideas.  

Here is how Iõve answered that questions. 

 

From my perspective , Iõd like to set a common goal for all members of building a  

welcomingó Church ñ- to provide a church home for current and potential, new members at Plymouth 1st UM 

church.  

 One of the many ways to spiritually, and numerically, build a church is the òF.R.A.N.ó program. This 

program would encourage everyone to invite and welcome your Friends, Relatives, Acquaintances, and 

Neighbors to our church home. (Truthfully, I am not at all interested in inviting persons who currently attend 

another church. ) I do not want our Church to be accused of òsheep stealingó with that said in a typical county 

of Indiana; only 15% of the population attends a church on the weekend. While the balance (85%) of the county 

does not attend anywhere. The biblical admonition is still true: òThe fields are ripe for the harvest.ó We just need 

to start the òcultivatingó process. 

 I would like to encourage you, even while sitting in the pews, to make sure you notice visitors and      

second timers in your particular area of the Sanctuary. When we reach the portion of the Worship service where 

we òGreetó one another, to extend yourself, a welcoming smile, and an encouraging word to the visitor to return 

the next week. The Outreach and Member Support will follow up with written acknowledgement and a possibly 

a visit.  

 A friendly Church is an inviting church right? And we do have a friendly church ñ- at least that is what 

Iõve experienced so far. I am glad to see the progress we have made thus far, but we still have a ways to go to 

meet the biblical standard.  

 Our attendance has been increasing each and every week throughout the summer months, and that is a 

phenomenal goal. The School system is about ready to start the 2010-2011 School year, when folks return from 

their summer schedule,  reunions and vacations come to an end, I think our pews will once again be filled. We 

donõt want to miss an opportunity to òglad handó a visitor or second timer.  

 Together, letõs set a goal of being the most friendliest church in town by reaching out, being inviting, and 

friendly throughout our Church OK? OK!  

 

Thanks,  

Pastor Larry  



Social Concerns News  
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.SOCIAL CONCERNS UPDATE 
 
In understanding the need to help others is growing and the resources we have are dwin-
dling...  
your social concerns committee asked you to pray intently with the belief - what is needed will be given!  
In knowing how the past has taught us so well - I researched and I found George Mueller's legacy ... 
 
GEORGE MUELLER   (Man of prayer ) 
 
George Mueller was born less than a decade before Charles Dickens in 1805; so he was aware of all the 
horrors of society that the famed novelist describes in his works: lack of concern for the poor and home-
less - all the things which Ebenezer Scrooge in his unredeemed state could care less. But Mueller did 
care, deeply; and in 1834 he and his best friend, Henry Craik, founded the Scriptural Knowledge Institu-
tion (SKI) in Bristol, England, with one of their prime objectives being to establish Orphan Homes for the 
many homeless children in Great Britain.  
But Mueller and Craik had no money, nor did they intend to ask anyone for it: they believed that God 
would provide everything they needed - without patronage, without requests for contributions and without 
debts. All they had to do was pray, and God would provide. For 64 years, that was how George Mueller 
operated, he built The Orphanage campus at Ashley Down, where he cared for and educated over 
18,000 children; educated over 100,000 more in other schools at the Orphanage's expense; distributed 
hundreds of thousands of Bibles and millions of religious tracts; supported 150 missionaries; travelled 
over 200,000 miles as a missionary; and shared the Gospel with over 3 million worldwide. And in all that 
time, he never asked for one penny, his children never missed a meal, and he never had a debt. That is 
the remarkable record of George Mueller. 

Here are some of the ways he prayed.  First, he never shared a need with anyone but God. Second, 
when he had a need, he opened his Bible, searched for a promise that fit that need, and then meditated 
on that scripture. Mueller believed in the power of thinking through scripture as much as he believed in 
the power of prayer. Third, he pleaded for that promise before God. And he didn't just pray for money: he 
prayed for individuals as well. He didn't stop praying for anyone or anything until he got his request. 
That's how convinced he was that God would answer his prayers. Through his prayers, Mueller obtained 
the modern-day equivalent of $150 M for his charities; he led  hundreds of thousands to the Lord; and he 
lived to be 93 years old. That was the power of his faith and life. 

___________________ 

THE POWER OF PRAYER - DONATIONS REVIEW 
We are in need to continue our work. We researched donations from the past and found the following;  
-   In 2008 averaged $1,365 per month in donation  (received $3,000 a year from church budget)  
-   In 2009 averaged $1,010 per month in donations  (no longer receiving money from church budget)  
-   In 2010 averaged  $518 per month (to date) in donations  (no longer receiving money from church 
budget) 



Social Concerns News Conõt 
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Thank you for your continued giving, every gift enlarges the total.  
 
Your Social Concerns committee has committed to the following finances each month: 
1.  Care & Share Staff Assistance   $50 
2.  Care & Share Donations (50% of our donations each month) Avg. $259 
3.  Laundry Vouchers for single moms     Avg. $205 
4.  Little Friends Pre-School Scholarship (2 boys)    $105 
     And we try to give some gift certificates to Heminger House for food when we can.  
     And there are specific needs that come to our attention throughout the year, not within the 
budget. Average monthly payments $619 
As you can see there may be some months we may not be able to pay our monthly commit-
ment. Knowing this, we need and ask you to pray that what is needed will come in to help others  in 
our own congregation and in our community. Prayer holds the answer!  
 

CONSIDERATION - POSSIBLE FUND RAISER  
Your committee is investigating different fund raisers to add to the monthly donations.  
1. Car window decals -  We will be selling the church logo and The Well logo decals in mid Septem-
ber. These will help advertise our church and make some money. Stay tuned for more information.  
 
2. We have considered other options; fruit sales, dinners, golf outings... but have not made a final 
decision on this. If you have any thoughts, support, creative ideas or suggestions please contact a 
Social Concerns committee member; Shelley Heiden, Sally Greenlee, Deb Wise, Barb Dreilbis, Beth 
Rose, Bev Harris, Jane Woolfington, Lynette Espich, Mary Yates, Wanda Dixon, Linda Atkins and Don 
Wilson. 
 
Your prayers and support are greatly needed. Your input would be most appreciated in shaping 
what your Social Concerns Committee does next ... in our mission to help others. 
 
 
 
 



Acolyte Training  
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Attention all 4th graders and above , have you though about being an acolyte for 

church services. Well, if you have Deb Jung will be holding Acolyte Training on 

September 19, 2010 after second service.  Training usually last less than 30 minutes, 

depending on the amount of children we have attend. If you have any questions 

please feel free to contact Deb Jung.  

 

Hope to see you there!  

 

C.R.O.P. Walk  

Mark your calendar, Sept. 19, 2010 the crop walk is planned.  You can walk or you 

sponsor a person who is walking .The crop walk is scheduled to begin their track 

and the Church of the Brethren . More information to come. If you have any ques-

tions please Carol Beiter and Robin Cupka .  

 

KITCHEN CLEAN OUT!!!!  

TIME IS RUNNING OUT ~ 

If you have a dish, food, condiments, casserole dishes etc. or 

anything that is left in the Fellowship Hall Kitchen, please come 

reclaim your possessions. Please remove items no later than 

09/12/2010. Any remaining items will be donated to charity.  

Thank you for your help.  

Blueberry Festival Information 

We are still looking for adult and youth riders and walkers for the float. Contact 

Church office or Pastor Larry if you are interested in participating.  Outreach and 

Member Support will offer bottles of water to spectators during the parade. The 

Contemporary Well Band will be playing on the Church Parking Lot (north Side.  
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September 11, 2010 @ 9:00AM  

Tom Boys and Brad Beatty will host a 2 hour session on òHOW TOó operate the 

Church sound board. If anyone is interested in running the sound board . Please see 

Tom Boys..  We are in need of Volunteers for this essential part of our church ser-

vice.  

Sound Board Training 

September 18, 2010  

Rev. Steve Burris will sponsor a communications seminar for Plymouth First United 

Methodist Church. Lay Officers, Committee members, and all interested parties 

should plan to attend this event.  The seminar will be held in the Fellowship Hall lo-

cated in the Educational Building,  Our schedule time is 9:00AM to 1200 PM.  

Communication Seminar  

Come help us Kick off the new year at the Well! 

 

We have some new things in store for this year and hope you will make the Well a 
part of your week. We will begin our year with a pitch in dinner on the 18th (a main 
dish will be provided) so grab some friends and a dish to pass and enjoy worshiping 
God with us! 

Come help us kick off  the New Year at The Well 



ASK    NEWS  
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HELLO!!! 

  

Thanks to all of the 7th -12th graders (and parents) who went/helped at our kick -off party last Sunday at Lake of the 
Woods!  God certainly blessed us with great weather, great food, great activities, and great friends to enjoy the af-

ternoon!   
  

Looking ahead, the Blueberry Festival, and all of it's activities, is quickly approaching.  There are several ways in 

which we need your help!  
First of all this Sunday , August 26th, at 6:30 (St. Thomas Church), we will be preparing the runner's bags for 

the STOMP.  We need lots of help and a big assembly line of workers at each table is very effective.   Parents and 

siblings are also encouraged to come and help in this endeavor! 
  

Also, on the day of the race, Monday Sept. 6th,  we will need youth (and some parents) to help at either the wa-

terstops or the finish line.   Several people have an assigned position, but there are still gaps to fill in.   PLEASE let me 
know if you are available and willing to help on that morning!   Remember, the STOMP is our major ASK fundraiser 

for the year.   2 hrs. worth of work goes a long way towards a year's worth of programming and activities!   THANKS 
in advance for your help!!!!!  

  

  
Weekly YOUTH meetings will begin for Jr. and Sr. High on Sunday, September 12th :  Jr. high will meet from 4:30 -

6:00 (7th & 8th grades)  
                        Sr. High will meet from 6:30 -8:00 (9th -12th grades) 

The host church  for September will be Plymouth Church of the Brethren.  
      

5th/6th Graders will resume their activities on Wed. September 15th  

also at Ply. Church of the Brethren. 
  

September Dates to Highlight:   (Jr. and Sr. High) 
     Monday, Sept. 6th:  Blueberry Stomp 

     Sunday, Sept. 12th:  Youth Meetings - 4:30 & 6:30  

     Sunday, Sept. 19th:   CROP WALK - Meet at Ply. Church of the  
                                    Brethren at 12:30.   Annual event /  5K walk to  

                                    raise awareness for World Hunger.  
     Sunday, Sept. 26th:  Youth Meetings - 4:30 & 6:30  

  
September Dates to Highlight:   5th and 6th Graders 

     Monday, Sept. 6th:  Blueberry Stomp 

     Wednesday, Sept. 15th:  Youth Meeting:  6:30-7:30 p.m.  
     Sunday, Sept. 19th:   CROP WALK - Meet at Ply. Church of the  

                                    Brethren at 12:30.   Annual event /  5K walk to  
                                    raise awareness for World Hunger.  

     Wednesday, Sept. 29th:  Youth Meeting - 6:30-7:30 p.m.  

  
  

I am looking forward to another year of exciting ministry work with the youth!   If you have any   questions, please 
contact me at:  

juliestauffer1@aol.com 

Phone:  936-5440 (home)  &  (574)850-4840 (cell) 
  

THANKS so much! 

Julie    

mailto:juliestauffer1@aol.com


Kroger and Martin Certificates  

Getting to Know You! 

LOOKING FOR ALL HIGH SCHOOL  STUDENTS  

Get together have been planned in October to give members and Pastor Larry an opportunity to become better 

acquainted . In these meetings,  we will discuss concerns and ideas for the future of the church. The meetings will 

be held on the following dates and location.  

Tuesday October 5, 2010  7:00 PM @ The home of Sarah and Tim Smith  

Thursday October 7, 2010 7:00PM @ First United Methodist Church (Fellowship Hall)  

Thursday October 21, 2010 7:00PM @ The home of Loren and Gloria Daily  

 

We hope you will mark your calendars and plan to attend one of these meetings.     

Please sign up on the sheet located in the back of the sanctuary , call the host, or call the church office  if you are 

planning to attend.  If you have any Questions please feel free to contact Gloria Daily .  

 

Thanks !  
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Kroger and Martin Certificates will now be sold EVERY Sunday this Fall .   

 

STARTING SUNDAY  SEPT 12, 2010  9:15 A.M. Sunday School will begin for all High School Students . Located 

upstairs in the SE Room.  Come join us and have a great time ! Any Questions please feel free to contact Andy Jack-

son  



Prayer Time  
Prayerñplain and simpleñtalking with God about broken dishes, breaking news, and everything in between.  
From Rick Warrenõs daily devotional .  

 

Meet God at a specific time.  

Mark 1:35 (NIV) Very Early in the morning, while It was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to 
solitary place, where he prayed.  

Give God the best part of your day, when you are the freshest. Your best time may be different from someone 
elseõs. For most of us, however, early in the morning sees to be the best time. You may even have two quiet times 
(morning and night) .  òHWLWó His word the last wordñending the day with oneõs thoughts fixed on the Lord.  
Whatever time you set, be consistent. Schedule it on your calendar make an appointment with God as you would 
with anyone else. Make a date with  Jesus. 

My cup runs over. 

Have you ever wondered why God gives so much? We could exist on far less. He could have left the world flat 
and grey; we wouldnõt have known the difference., but He didnõt. 

 

He splashed orange in the in the sunrise and cast the sky in blue. And if you love to see geese as they gather, 
Chances are you will see that too. Did he have to make the squirrel's tail furry? Was he Obliged to make the birds 
sing? Or the majesty of thunder when it rains? Why give a flower  fragrance, Why give food its taste? Could it be 
he loves to see that look upon your face? 

Max Lucado 

PBPGINGWMYñplease be patient, God is not finished with me yet 

 

Sub mitted by Dorothy Steinke 

First Service Liturgist 

Sept 5  Barbie Pickut 

Sept 12 Cindy Flagg 

Sept 19 Susie Kreighbaum 

Sept 26 Elaine Dick  

Second Service Liturgist  

Sept 5 (Need a Volunteer)  

Sept 13 Judy Stump  

Sept 20 Judy Stump  

Sept 27 (Need a Volunteer)  

Acolyte Schedule  

Sept 5     Quentin Cupka and Emily Cochern 

Sept 12  Riley Rose and Curtis Smith 

Sept 19   Grace Cupka and Allie Dennie 

Sept. 26  Leah Smith and Joshua Hildebrand  

Worship Participants for September  

Older Nursery Schedule 

 Sept 5th Mandy Metszker and Melanie Pedavoli 

Sept 12th Brittley Lewallen and Megan Senter  

Sept 19th Stacey Hildebrand and Grace Cupka 

Sept 26th Chris Cochern and Katie Laudeman 

Greeters  

Sept 5th No Greeters 

Sept 12 Tim and Sarah Smith 

Sept 19 Laura Mann  

Sept. 26 Greg and Stacy Hildebrand 

Ushers  

For the Month of September  

Lyman Butler  

Brent Kaufman 

 

Altar Flowers 

Sept 5th Brian Trappe 

 Norma Booker  

Sept 12th Rose and Joe Proffitt 

Sept 19th  Open  

Sept 26th Dorothy Patz  
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September Birthdayõs Anniversaries  

Birthdays  

 September 1st  

Joanne Boys  

 September 2nd  

Jan Heeren  

 September 3rd  

Dick Stinson  

 September 4th  

Sarah Youngs  

 September 6th  

Bill Smith  

 September 9th  

Mike Stump  

 September 13th  

Mary Reinholt  

 September 14th  

Hayley Lawson  

 September 15th  

Lynn Gee 

Mary Ann Norris  

Brandon Keister  

 September 16th  

Walter Burns  

Kathy Record  

 September 17th  

John Lawson  

Crystal Mitchell  

September 18th  

Brenda Pedavoli  

 

 September 19th  

Drew Flora  

 September 20th  

Dave Goebel 

Johrdon Boys  

 September 21st  

Carol Beiter  

 September 22nd  

Josh VanVactor  

Kevin Bachman 

 September 23rd  

Peg Kring 

Michael Neidlinger  

Cory Dennie  

Nona Hollenbaugh  

Hayden Bardwell  

 September 24th  

Bob Gibbons 

Wanda Dixon  

Suzanne Lawson 

Bryan Miller  

Emily Cochern  

 September 25th  

Sharon Balka  

Paula Neidlinger  

Sarah Easterday  

Bennett Christy  

 September 27th  

Katie Morrow  

Gabrielle Orbik  

Melissa Roach  

 September 28th   

Dorothy Larson  

 September 29th  

Jim Easterday  

 September 30th  

Betty Cleeter  

Anniversaries  

 September 4th  

Tom and Marilee Douglass  

 September 5th  

Ralph and Norma Booker  

 September 6th  

Larry and Barbara Hoedema  

 September 7th  

Jim and Donna Lamb  

 September 19th  

Tom and Brenda Pedavoli  

 September 20th  

Dean and Clarisse Byers  

 September 21st  

Jeff and Marsha Yeazel  

 September 25th  

Tim and Sarah Smith  

 September 28th  

Brian and Rena Trappe  

 September 30th  

Bob and Lois Schultz  
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Thank you to everyone who 

helped make the Corn Roast 

a great success !!!!!  


